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Abstract:

This doctoral art project deals with the use of aesthetics of bad taste and the ugly as a driving
force in contemporary fine art, which are viewed and analyzed in a historical context, but also on
the example of one's own artistic work. The project was carried out with the help of a historical

motif that | use as a platform for accumulating different cultural references. This approach starts
from postmodernist ideas that emphasize the plurality, fragmentation of the work of art, but also

reality itself in contemporary society.

The doctoral artistic projecBather$ was realized through two parallel exhibitions, one in the
windows of the FLU Belgrade gallery, and the other in the Ostavinska gallery and as a written
work in which | explained the important theoretical and poetic frameworks for my work and my

artistic approach.

The practical part consists of works that include Idggmat paintings, assemblages and
drawings created in the period between 2022 and 2024. The exhibition setting was designed
through two thematically similar approaches that differ in the way of execution. For the
presentation and the very conception of the first part of the work, which consists of 4
assemblages and 8 drawings, it was important to display them in the windows of the FLU
gallery, outside the tuckealway gallery space and stepping out into the real world to which it
addresses. The second part exhibited in the Legacy Gallery consists of 19 large and small format

paintings.

The starting point of this research and artistic project is found in the "Bather" motif, which is
positioned in the collective imagination as an idyllic place where harmony reigns between man
and nature. That garden of paradise in this case is interpreted in accordance with contemporary
wishes and fantasies. The archaic ideal, by citing reference works from the history of art, is
symbolically confronted with those desires, turning into a simple and banal place that includes

everyday kitsch objects.

By alluding to a weklknown scene from the history of painting that represents a dream of utopia,
the work seeks to reexamine social phenomena in an ironic and potentially humorous way. His

parody and transformation erase the boundaries between classical and contemporary, idyllic and



banal, and open space for new interpretations. This work uses the aesthetics of ugly and bad taste

as a starting point for its expression, and the meaning of the motif as a field for its artistic play.

Keywords: bathers, utopia, bad taste, aesthetics of the ugly, bad painting
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